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Leading Children into an Encounter with God
I. MY JOURNEY
A. As a children’s ministry leader I had spent many years teaching children about God. From an Awana leader to a Children Evangelism Fellowship leader I loved teaching children about God and leading them in responding to the gospel of Jesus Christ. But one encounter with God & a little child holding her father’s hand to minister to me forever changed the focus of my ministry.
B. It is one thing to teach someone about God. Its another thing to introduce someone personally to Him and let the Holy spirit take it from there. 
C. One of the greatest gifts that you can give to a child is to lead them into an encounter with God, where they hear His loving voice declaring who they are. When they hear the voice of their Heavenly Father themselves, they are forever changed. One encounter with Him can surpass everything you would have taught them in years of lessons. 
II. WHAT WE DO TO FACILITATE ENCOUTER AT OUR OHIO SIGNS & WONDERS CAMP
A. At our camps we always plan to spend lots of time worshipping with the Children as we long to enter His Presence together. Our Goal is to get into His Presence for in His Presence we are Changed. 
B. The first portion of our camps we focus on worship & teaching the children how to hear God’s voice.

C. The second portion we set up encounter stations that are meant to provide the setting for children to enter into an encounter with a Living God.  These stations also give them practice in hearing His Voice and exercising their spiritual senses.
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.…” John 10:27
D. We encourage the children to journal their times with God. The first activity the children do upon arriving at camp is to make journals. We bring paper and supplies along with stickers & decorations. These journals they will take with them throughout camp and to each encounter station. This helps them to develop a lifelong discipline of journaling their intimate times with God, taking seriously what they see & hear from Him.
D. Night & Day Prayer by the leaders is also key as we are asking God to open the eyes of the Children’s hearts and open the ears of their spirits. Faith is required.
III. ENCOUNTERING GOD PRAYER
A.  At the core of the encounter stations is what we call Encountering God Prayer. Jesus intended for us to spend time with Him. He longs to be with us. Jn 15:15

B. Jesus loves for us to encounter Him. SS 2:4; Jn 10:27; Habak. 2:1,2; Act 2:17

C.  Jesus created a place to encounter us called “eyes of your heart”, our imagination. Eph 1:18-19
D. There is something special about the purpose of the imagination that Jesus made. Jesus made the sanctified imagination, so we can enjoy Him and spend time with him. Heb 12:1-2
IV. ENCOUNTER STATIONS
A. We like to separate the children into groups of 9. One of our team will help lead a group along with at least one or two of the counselor leaders. During the course of the camp, all the children will have gone thru each station. We allot 15 - 20 min for each station.

* Many Ideas adapted from the Kingdom Encounter book by Laura Griffis – (shop.bethel.com)  Bethel Redding
V. RESOURSES
A. Kingdom Encounter book by Laura Griffis - (shop.bethel.com)  Bethel Redding 
B. Facebook page with ideas - https://www.facebook.com/KidsKingdomEncounter/
C. Children Can You Hear Me   Book by Brad Jersak
     https://www.amazon.com/Children-Can-You-Hear-Me/dp/0973358610
D. Come Alive - Bethel Music Kids    Bethel Music  (shop.bethel.com) 
E. Mark Virkler’s 4 Keys to Hearing God’s Voice www.cwgministries.org 
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